Beacons

at 
St John’s, Broadbridge Heath

What are we doing 
today?
The Lord’s Prayer

We made our own Lord’s Prayer books over several weeks, looking at what each part of the prayer really means.

In the first session, we had to find each page of the prayer and get them in the right order, using a Bible to check which page went where. The first page was blank, for us to write our name on.

As we talked about the meaning of each sentence, we decorated the page with pictures and added our own extra prayers and words.

At the end of each session, we read through the booklet, page by page, together as part of the prayer time.

How to make your own book;

Print off the pages that follow, and cut across into long thin strips. Fasten the strips together at the left hand edge (we used a paper punch to make a hole at the top and the bottom of the left hand edge, and pushed a paper fastener through).

Here are some of the ways we personalised our books, to get you started. 

Add different names for “Father” to the first page.

Draw pictures of what Heaven might be like.

Add holy names for God on the “hallowed be your name page” 

Draw the world on “your will be done on earth as it is in heaven”
We drew our own pictures, or found them (clip art in Word is a good place to look!)

Our Father in Heaven

Hallowed be your Name

Your Kingdom come 

Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven

Give us today our daily bread

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us,

Lead us not into temptation

But deliver us from evil

For yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory

For ever and ever, Amen

Shadow Puppets
Between Easter and Pentecost, Jesus appeared lots of times to the disciples. We made a shadow theatre and characters to perform the stories of some of these meeting.

To make a shadow puppet theatre you will need a large cardboard box, a sheet of ordinary white paper (the size depends on your box – I used A3), sellotape and something to cut the cardboard box up with – I used a serrated kitchen knife. 

You need to transform the box into a screen which will stand up. You need to cut a rectangle out of one side slightly smaller than your paper to make a screen, and remove the opposite side so that you can see the screen! What you do with the other sides of the box is entirely up to you – if you remove them, your box becomes less stable but more people can see the screen. Half removing them is a good compromise.

Tape the piece of white paper over the rectangle to make the screen. 
To perform the plays, place a strong lamp behind the screen, and then use your cut out characters to cast a shadow on the paper screen. The audience sits on the other side so they only see the shadows.

You can mount your cardboard cutouts on kebab skewers so that they are easier to move about. Scenery can be positioned with a little bit of masking tape.

We performed “The empty tomb” and “Peter goes fishing”, with everyone making different characters.

This is a good link to see how to make a shadow puppet theatre.

http://www.squidoo.com/shadow-puppet-theater

 The Fruits of the Spirit
We made headbands (they looked a bit like carnival hats) with the Names of the fruits of the Spirit on;

Print off the following page and colour in the words.

Stick the paper to card rescued from the recycling.

Use more card to make a simple band that fits around the head.

Cut out the words and stick a rough squidge of tissue paper to the back of each strip to make a sort of feather effect.

Staple the words to the front of the headband so that they stick up and wave about a bit.

Here are two great you-tube fruits of the spirit songs to get you in the mood;

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vn7xlodeCvw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3J1mqpLXnCc&feature=related
